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The Challenge Of Purity 

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us 

that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 

and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 

appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself a 

peculiar people zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11-14).  

“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). “Seeing ye have 

purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 

the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently” (I Pet. 1:22). 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2). 

The Challenge Of Self-Control 

“For even hereunto were ye called because Christ also suffered for us leaving us an 

example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found 

in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again: when he suffered, he 

threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously” (I Pet. 2:21-

23). “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is 

good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve 

not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let 

all bitterness, and wrath, and anger and clamor, and evil speaking be put away 

from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another even as God for Christ’s sake hath gorgiven you” (Eph. 4:29-32). 

“Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly 

beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 

Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, 

feed him: if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 

upon his head. Be not overcome of evil but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 

12:17-21). 



The Challenge Of Faithfulness 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 

Lord” (I Cor. 15:58). “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, 

the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have 

tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 

life” (Rev. 2:10). “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is 

the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (I Jn. 5:4). “Brethren, I 

count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those 

things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I 

press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 

(Phil. 3:13-14). “Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may 

also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (II Tim. 2:10). 

The Challenge Of Spiritual Growth 

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (II Pet. 3:18). “But sanctify the Lord 

God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that 

asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (I Pet. 

3:15). “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 

be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II Tim. 2:15). “For this cause we 

also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye 

might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 

fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; Strengthened 

with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering 

with joyfulness” (Col. 1:9-11). 

 


